Mountaineer R/C

Flying Club

Starting the New Year

I hope everyone had ahappy and safe holiday season.
Surehasn't seemed likewinter. Therereally wassome
great flying westher in November and December.

Everyone had agood time at the Christmasdinner al-
though the attendance was low (as| amtold) from
previousyears. Thirteen membersattended aongwith
spousesor sgnificant others. Some had misgivingsto-
ward having the dinner at Ryans, but we did have a
room to ourselves and thefood wasgood. Detailsof
themeeting are onthe next page.

I’d like to thank everyone who has given me compli-
mentsonthelast newdetter. I'dliketothink that | can
makethemall asinformativeaspossible.  Barry

New officersleft toright: JR Weekley-President,
Dave Gaines-Treasurer and Bob Yates-Vice
President.

Safety for the New Year

Being thefirst of theyear, it seemslikeafitting timeto
talk about safety at thefield. In the last two months
we' ve had acoupleof safety related incidentsthat are
worth mentioning for those who weren't there to
experienceit first hand.

Thefirst onewasat my expense. | washaving problems
withmy Saito 180 on my UltraStick. Bob Yatesoffered
togivemeahandwithit. Wehad started it up acouple
of times. | had just started it again and stepped over the
wing, straddlingit withleft legtoholdit, whileBob was
leaned over to adjust the needle. Just as| wasthrottling
up there was abang, engine stopped and everyone's
eyes were as big as saucers. Bob was counting his
fingersand | wasjust redlizing atremendouspaininmy
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leg. The brand new, never flown
Dynathrust 16X8 prop had
separated strikingmeintheleg (see
photo). Fortunately | waswesaring
jeans, but it still managedto cut my
leg and deeply bruiseit. Asof this
writing it has been over amonth
andisdtill quitepainful. Thetruly scary thing about this
incident wasthat Mark Chapman was on the ground
ontheother sdeof my planefueling hisplaneindirect
line of my prop arc. Had the prop gone the other way,
Mark may havereceived aseriousinjury.

Thenext incident wasat Jeff Grimesexpense. Jeff had
(...continued on page 3)

t Meeting - Tuesday, !lanﬁ"u'i'y 8th, 7:00PM at Wee Play
re located at 2134 Washine. in St. Albans
- behind the high school.



November Club Meeting Report
November 18, 2001

Attending: Bob Yates, Dave Gaines, Barry Thaxton,
DonWeaver, Bob Weaver, Bob Daley, Tom Buscher,
San Clark, Denny Bostic, JR Weekley, Michad Gullion,
Darren Gullion, Steve Craddock, John Clark & Brandy,
Jerry Leffel, Robert Heatherly, Gary Hensley and
CharlesJarvis

Meseting sarted at 2 PM. Clearly thedection of officers
was foremost on everyone’smind. No old business
wasrevisited. John Clark inquired asto whether or not
there had been further complaintsfrom neighbors. No
reported incidentssincethelast time.

Forthedections, Jarry Leffel sated hewasnot declining
hisnomination for VP. Hevoiced hisopinion that the
incoming president choosehisown VP, Denny Bostic
declined hisnomination for Treasurer. Barry Thaxton
was nominated for Treasurer. Denny was nominated
for VP aswell as Bob Yates for VP. With no other
nomineefor President, JR took theposition. Stan Clark
moved to closethe nominations.

Final vote:
VicePresdent
BobYates 9votes
Denny Bogtic  8votes
Jarry Leffe 1vote
Secretary/Treasurer

DaveGanes 9votes
Barry Thaxton 8votes
and 11ost chad

Denny Bostic addressed the subject of firewood for
thebarrd thiswinter, asking everyonetobringfew sticks
of wood when they comeout. JR suggested everyone
pitchin $10 and buy aload of firewood. Nothingwas

decided.
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December Club Meeting Report
Christmas Party December 11, 2001

Bob Yatesgave usan overview of the evening events
and sent usto eat.

Attending: Bob Yates, Dave Gaines, James (Chunky)
Cottle, Barry Thaxton, JR Weekley, John Clark, Darren
and Michad Gullion, Stan Clark, Don and Bob Weaver,
Jm Creasey and Denny Bostic.

After dinner, Bob opened the meeting. Dave gaveus
an estimate of availablefundsbased on themoney he
had collected prior tothedinner. Exact figurewasun-
available, butiswasdightly over $1200.

Bob reviewed someof the accomplishmentsin the past
year including road improvements, picnictableand pin
board. Hea so mentioned future projectson the board
whichincluded clearing the scrub treesfrom the entry
into thelanding pattern on the shelter end of thefield.
Winter flying wasdiscussed with sometalk about get-
ting aload of firewood for thebarrel.

Theaward presentation began. Chunky received the
Presidentsaward for contributionstotheclub. Michadl
Gullion received the Pilot of the Year award for his
achievementsthisyear. Thegood guy awardswent to
Dave Gaines, Denny Bostic, Tom Buscher and Barry
Thaxtonfor their contributionsto theclub. Thewives
wereawarded for their contribution at thefly-ins. Chris
Yatesmade bags of cookiesand treatsfor everyoneto
takehome.

Bob acknowledged Stan Clark for hisyearsof service
as newdletter editor. Bob gave the floor to the new
president, JR.

Winter meetingswere discussed and it wasdecided to
be held on the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00PM at Wee Play
Day Care. JR touched on the subject of enclosing the
ends of the shelter, new lawnmower and addition fly-
insinthe 2002 year. He also expressed hisdesireto
changetheaward format for the coming year to allow
therecipientsto keep aplague. JR thanked Bob Yates
for hiswork aspresident thispast year.
(...continued on page 3)



(Safety for the New Year continued...)

aready made severd flightson his.40 szeUltraStick.
He had just started it again and wasreaching for his
radio, ill holding the plane, whenthefirewall separated
fromthefuse. Theflying engine and prop dug into the
ground and some how managed not to hit Jeff. After
inspecting the plane, it wasdiscovered that thefuel tank
waslesking. Thefirewall and surrounding structuresall
hadfue dameage, thusdlowing thefirewall to comeloose.

What | essons can belearned or in my caserelearned
from theseincidents? First and foremost, respect thy
prop! Itisan angry beast and smitetheeif it can. Itis
easy to get complacent about safety when handing your
plane. After al, you ve started and flown it dozens of
times and nothing has ever happened. One day,
something probably will happen. | would suggest that
beforeyou start your planeyou clear the prop area. By
this| mean making surethereisno onestandingin prop
arconether sdeof the plane. Full scalepilotswill yell
“Clear theProp!” out of their window before starting
up. Onceitisrunning, taxi it out away from everyone
before doing afull run up. If you are having engine
problems, it may beagood ideato takeit downtothe
far end of the pit areaor the other side of the shelter
away from othersand work onit there.

Prefight of my R/C planesuntil recently hasbeenamost
noneexistent. If you areor havebeen afull scalepilot,
you know theimportance of preflight inspections. In
the case of our R/C planes, preflight checks can save
your plane and more importantly, reducetherisk to
othersfrom an out of control plane. In Jeff's case (not
picking on you Jeff), he hadn’t had the wing off his
planeinawhile. If he had, he probably would have
noticed the fuel soaked wood. Spend afew minutes
going over your planechecking screws, clevises, engine
mounts, servo horns, hinges, whed collets, etc. Youmight
be surprised what all needs fixed or tightened. I’ve
started aroutine of doing thisas| put my planesaway
after aday of flying. I’'mmorerelaxed and notinarush
to grab the planeand get to thefield. | also know when
| pull aplane out off the shelf, it isready to go.

“A Man Has To Know

His Limitations.”
-- Dirty Harry

Club Contacts

Presdent .............. JRWeekley .......... 984-2282

VicePres.............. BobYates............. 722-3634
email - Yatescot42@cs.com

Sec/Tress. ............ DaveGanes......... 727-1549
email - WVRCFlyer @hotmail.com

Newdetter ............ Barry Thaxton ...... 766-9180

email - barry@mountaineer-rc.com

Newdletter News

You may have noticed advertisingin our newdetter. If
you arewondering, theadsarepaidfor. | hopeto secure
acoupleof moreadvertiserswhichwill fully fund the
newsd etter and perhaps some other activities. To date,
the postagefor the newsletter isfunded for thisyear
withalittleleft over.

Web Site News

If you travel the Internet, check our website at
Www.mountaineer-rc.com. I’ vebeentrying to keep up
with posting new pictures and even have acoupl e of
moviesof Bob Yates Nieuport 28 up. The newd etters
aredsoavailableonline Actuadly, thenewd etter makes
it to the website about aweek before you have your
paper newd etter. If anyonefeelstheelectronic version
of thenewdetter issufficient and wouldliketo betaken
off the paper version (saving theclub $) email Barry at
barry @mountaineer-rc.com. Those who choosethis
optionwill benotified viaemail when anew newd etter
isavalableonline.

(December Meeting continued...)

Denny sort of agreed to sale or dispose of the 2 old
lawnmowers. The subject of awritten copy of the by-
lawswasbrought up. Barry charged himself with tak-
ingwhat was started |ast year and getting it finalized at
the Jan. mesting.

Changing the lock code was decided on and will be
done the 1st of February (Note: because of the tim-
ing of the newsl etter, the gate will be changed March
1st, per JR). The subject and AMA currency was
brought up and JR reminded everyonethat if after Dec.
31 anyonewho hasnot renewed isineligibletofly.

Stan moved to adjourn.



From Around The Field

Whereiseveryone? Up until the holidaysthe weather
hasbeen great. There hasjust beafew of usout en-
joying the great weather. Needlessto say therehasn't
beenalot of activity at thefield.

Bob Yates' finished hisgreat |ooking Nieuport 28 and
took it on it's maiden voyage on Dec. 9th. A good
number of usshowed up for show. It flew grest.

Other new planesat thefield I’ m aware of have been
my Fokker D-VI1 and my Top Flight Corsair which
Bob Yatestest flew for meinlate Nov.

New Member: Jerry Workman - Jerry flew at the
Diamondfield 20+ yearsago and isrejoining the hobby.

Barry

News Flash!
Chunky hasactually been seen at thefield twiceinthe
last 2 months...on hisHarley of course.

Still working on
those blind nuts!

Barry Thaxton’snew Global ModelsFokker D-VI1I
ARF by an OS .52 four stroke.

THE FOUNTAIN HOBBY CENTER

200 W, Washinglon Street
Charleston, WV 25302 /T

%ﬁé 344-1441

Bob Yates' Balsa USA Nieuport 28 powered by a
Zenoah 23.

Time for the Snowbirds

WEe vehad our first snow. No needtolet alittlefrozen
water gpoil thefun at thefield. Try somesnow skis! It
isaball.

| madeit tothefield theday of our first snow. Itwas
cold, very windy and only anut like mewould be out
onaday likethat. | picked my Thunder Tiger-Lazy
Tiger P-51for thetask. Theplanehasgreat stall char-
acteristicsand can bemade very docileor very agile
depending on how you set therates.

Taxiingwasalot of fun. Onceyou getit movingonthe
skis, you can do donutsall day long. Takeoff waseasy
and surprisingly short. It did want to pitch nose up.
Flying was sort of ahandful. Turnshad to be made
very shalow. Landing onthe snow wasapieceof cake
and very soft. | had to useacohol inaspray bottleto
de-icetheplanebetweenflights.

Get someskisand next snow giveit atry, youwill love
it. Seeyathere.... Barry

NOTE: Thenewdetter banner thismonth features
Barry'sFokker DR-1flown by Bob Yates.



